
 

Somerset County Vocational and Technical High School 
Summer Reading Program – Incoming 12th Graders  

 

Theme: Coming of Age 
 

Required Viewing #1: The Martian* by Andy Weir  

An astronaut becomes stranded on Mars after his team assume 

him dead, and must rely on his ingenuity to find a way to signal to 

Earth that he is alive. (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3659388/) 

 

link to video: http://bit.ly/2WohpIG 

 

Required Reading Book #2: The Martian  

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first 

people to walk on Mars.  

Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate 

while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and 

completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s 

alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be 

gone long before a rescue could arrive.  

Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The 

damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human 

error" are much more likely to kill him first.  

But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his 

engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he 

steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after 

the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the 

impossible odds against him? (amazon.com) 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

assignment on the back ---> 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3659388/
http://bit.ly/2WohpIG
https://www.amazon.com/Martian-Novel-Andy-Weir-ebook/dp/B00EMXBDMA


 

Assignment: 

1. Watch the movie The Martian first. After you have finished the 

film, READ the novel The Martian, by Andy Weir. 

2. Write an analysis essay of the two. Make sure to include the 

elements of story as well as your opinion of which was better 

and what you would change if you were the filmmaker. 

★ Length, content, and quality appropriate for high school. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Handing in Your Work 
Go to Google Classroom, and join the class SCVTS SUMMER READING. 
Use the class code: gyb07tf 

Find the assignment for the grade you’re going into. That’s where you attach 
your essay. Please use the Google Docs format.  

 
If you are new to SCVTHS: 
Your essay needs to shared with BOTH of us in Google Docs. To do this, open up a 
doc in your school/personal Google account and share it with mr.miller@scvths.net 
AND ms.mcnerney@scvths.net. If you experience ANY problems with this, please save 
your work on a flash drive and bring it with you on the 1st day of school.  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR NAME IS IN THE FILE NAME IF YOU ARE USING 
YOUR PERSONAL EMAIL. 
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