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The Jaguar Times seeks to provide the students and faculty at Somerset County Vo-Tech a
voice on topics that range from local activities to world-wide issues and current events.
We inspire and educate everyone as a whole from school news to promoting conversation
on thought-provoking subjects such as culture and current events.
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Kim Vasaturo, the teacher of Health Occupations, has put a lot of work experience in the health field and
has been working at Somerset Vo-Tech for 18 dedicated years. The Jaguar Times decided to interview Mrs.
Vasaturo, or Mrs. V, to ask about the joyous times of working in the medical field and her teaching career.
When we first asked about how she got her start in teaching, Mrs. V explained to us that when working as a
registered nurse, she dealt with many patients who said her thoughts on life made a significant impact on
how they viewed their own lives. Mrs. V wanted to impact people's lives toward the beginning stages by
being able to guide them in the right direction. She said, "It really would be nice working with younger
people at the beginning of their lives, I was always working with people kind of at the end of their life, or in
the middle." Mrs. V first started teaching by educating a young class of kids about asthma. She explained to
us that she fell in love with it immediately, knowing that teaching was the perfect fit for her. She was ready
for the challenges that would be put forward due to transitioning careers. Mrs. V offered some advice by
telling us why she changed careers, "It's scary sometimes to change, especially when you're a full adult, but
I have to be true to myself, always stay true to yourself." Ms. V believes that no matter how far down the
road you may be, you can always change paths.

After being asked what her favorite thing in teaching was, she expressed how much she enjoyed
observing how her students grow and mature. She went on to say, "That's why teaching is such an
important job to me because, hopefully, I'm inspiring, helping, healing, and guiding young people to
grow into living a full life that's right for them. What's more important than that?" With the world
constantly evolving, we asked Mrs.V what her biggest challenge was with teaching the newest
generation - Gen Z. She felt that her biggest challenge was trying to work around their inability to focus.
She mentions the use of phones, new technology, the environmental aspect, and world issues as some of
the biggest distractions. Even though technology may be distracting, she agrees that it has helped her
along the way. She explains it can help her get through to students and make the learning process a little
smoother, but it cannot replace real-life experiences, like working with real patients rather than on
mannequins. When talking about online courses, she stated, "I don't think it is as interesting as being in a
real, vibrant classroom with a teacher that has experience, and other students that bring their
backgrounds." Mrs. V helps students go outside of their boundaries and try something new. Whether that
is from competing in SkillsUSA or seeking a unique volunteer opportunity, she gives the support of
allowing every student to succeed if they put the same effort forward.

Coming down to the students personally, Ms. V understands how it can sometimes be difficult for
students to be open and confident. She tries to help her students by making more interactive, hands-on
assignments. Assignments can range from making Flipgrids videos, presenting projects to the class, and
practicing with other students. Mrs.V strongly believes that her classroom works best when she's not
talking but instead when the students are working hands-on. Recently, Health Occupations has received
an AI robot named Alex that will help develop the hands-on experience in the classroom. But, Mrs. V
knows that it will never replace the real patient experiences. The classroom structure allows students that
may learn verbally, visually, or auditory to still learn the same material but just in a different way. Mrs.
V has the ability to help and educate students in an attention-grabbing way, which shows her dedication
and passion as the teacher of Health Occupations. The Jaguar Times enjoyed having a conversation with
Mrs.Vasaturo about her journey from being a registered nurse to become a successful teacher helping
high schoolers prepare for the future.

SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to ensure America
has a skilled workforce. It provides educational programs, events, and competitions that support career
and technical education in the nation’s classrooms.
“SkillsUSA empowers its members to become world-class workers, leaders and responsible
American citizens. SkillsUSA improves the quality of our nation’s future skilled workforce through the
development of Framework skills that include personal, workplace and technical skills grounded in
academics.”
The SkillsUSA Mission Statement

SkillsUSA serves more than 360,000 students and instructors annually, including 20,926
instructors who join as professional members. Including alumni, SkillsUSA membership totals over
400,000. SkillsUSA has served more than 13.5 million annual members cumulatively since 1965.
SCVTHS’s SkillsUSA chapter has been competing for a long time, and represents our school
each year at the state and national level. Throughout the year, members of our SkillsUSA chapter work
to fundraise for their annual trip to the National Leadership and Skills Conference in Louisville,
Kentucky. Here, the SkillsUSA national competitions take place each June.
Last year, our SkillsUSA chapter sent 25 students who won gold in their respective New Jersey
competitions to compete at the National competition in Louisville. Together they received a total of 19
national medals, 17 of which were gold.
The students and their advisors spent a week in the city, travelling between their hotel and the Kentucky
Exposition Center, where the majority of competitions were held. On Friday, June 28th, at the closing
ceremony, students from SCVTHS received gold medals in categories including Health Knowledge
Bowl and Career Pathways: Health Sciences.
At the same ceremony, Pratima Patil, one of our chapter’s advisors, was awarded one of five
Outstanding Career and Technical Educator Awards in the nation. The award honors individual
educators for their service and dedication to career and technical education and to SkillsUSA. Ms. Patil
has been a key part of SkillsUSA at SCVTHS, going above and beyond to make it the best that it may
be. She is always there to answer any questions that students may have. You may see her in the hallway
helping out with cookie sales. Over her time as a SkillsUSA advisor, she has helped her students win
more than 250 SkillsUSA New Jersey medals and 50 national medals.
Ms. Patil also advocates for students of all shops to join SkillsUSA, stating that “It prepares them
for the workforce and gives them leadership skills.” In an interview, she emphasized why SkillsUSA is
such a valuable experience, explaining that it shows students “how competitive it is in the market and
what skills they need to fine tune.”

This past year, our SkillsUSA chapter was also recognized for its role in supporting the mission
statement and ideals of SkillsUSA within our school community, receiving the Gold Chapter of
Distinction award through the SkillsUSA Chapter of Excellence Program. Some of our chapter’s most
notable fundraisers hosted throughout the year include the Friday cookie sales, Thanksgiving food drive,
and annual golf classic. Funds collected throughout the year go towards lowering the cost of the trip to
Louisville in the spring.
The SCVTHS SkillsUSA chapter is always looking for new competitors. In fact, all students
enrolled in a program at SCVTHS are registered members of our SkillsUSA chapter, so any student at
SCVTHS is capable of signing up to compete on behalf of our school in an open state competition
which fits their career and technical education program. If you are interested in competing, see one of
our chapter’s advisors: Mr. Strickhart, Ms. Fresco, Ms. Patil, or Mr. McClain. If you qualify for the
contest, you will either be given a chance to compete locally for a competitor’s position at the New
Jersey state competition, or you will be directly scheduled to compete at the state level.
SkillsUSA provides opportunities for students pursuing careers in any field to compete for state
and national medals, and prove their prominence and competency. SkillsUSA prepares students for a
career beginning soon after their high school, college, or trade school graduations. Anyone interested in
proving their abilities within a given field or indicating their technical, workplace, leadership, or
academic skills on applications or resumes should seek participation in an appropriate SkillsUSA
competition.

Veterans Day
By Vanessa Wilkerson
On November 11th, the United States honors the fallen soldiers who had sacrificed their lives to
serve their country during World War I and all other conflicts. Veteran’s Day is widely recognized as
the day to remember lost lives. World War I ended in 1918, which makes it the 101st anniversary.
Ceremonies and memorials are held in several countries including the United States to honor and
remember the heroism of those who fought for their countries. A two-minute silence is always given
to contemplate and give respect to the many who had fallen from the wars that were waged.
Veteran’s Day is also the day of appreciating those who live on today, and have also fought for our
country. It is very important to respect and support our veterans, and we encourage you to thank
them for their service. We must give back to those who have fought with their lives so that we could
continue to have our rights and freedom.

Veteran’s Brunch

Culture Corner
Writer: Andie Zou
Editors: Nabiya Chaudhry
Photographer: Bhavya Deshaboina
The cultural influence we experience growing up is one of the most important factors that contribute to
who we are. The mindset of those around us can affect our views of the world, how we make decisions,
and who we are as people.
It is important not only to respect culture but to learn about it. Becoming educated about the traditions and
holidays of others helps us understand their world. To test the cultural knowledge within this school, a
survey was sent out to the students. It had questions about cultural trivia and students’ opinions of cultural
stereotypes.
The results of the survey were interesting, to say the very least.
Create a Holiday results:
Question: If you could create your own holiday or tradition, what would it be and what cultures influenced
your idea?
Answers included: International Youth Day, Friendship Day (based on Chinese New Year and
Thanksgiving), Christmas in July (based on Phineas and Ferb), and a day without factories, vehicles, and
planes to help the environment.
Trivia question results:
Question: Each culture has a different way of greeting people. In America, it’s a handshake. Name
one other form of greeting besides this.
-

Answers included: Kiss on the cheek, bowing with your hands at the side, bowing with your
hands together, waving, etc.

Question: Which continent has the most languages in the world?
-

Most popular result: Asia
Correct answer: Asia, closely followed by Africa.

Question: What is the most popular beverage in China?
-

Most popular result: Tea
Correct answer: Hot water

Stereotype results:
When asked, “What stereotypes do you break?” many students replied with responses such as, “I’m
not as smart as people assume I am because of my race.” These answers show an interesting trend
in assumptions about one another. Can the color of one’s skin or where they come from determine
their intelligence?
This question was addressed by one student when answering the second question: what racial
stereotypes do you think are ridiculous and why?
-

Student: “...I think that the whole stereotype with Asians being smart is completely false. I
feel like other races just call us smart as an excuse if they aren’t performing well.”

Stereotypes impact our acceptance toward each other. When people break stereotypes, others are
unsure of how to react or change their conception of race. What is the definition of race?
-

Definition 1: a competition between runners, horses, vehicles, boats, etc. to see which is the
fastest in covering a set course.
Definition 2: major divisions of humankind/groups of people with the same physical
characteristics

If race is defined just by how we look or where we are from, how is it possible to stereotype
anyone? It is the same thing as looking at a book and deciding not to read it because you don’t like
the cover illustrations. Humans do this to each other and it impacts our view of other cultures in
general.
Let’s ask ourselves: how do I want people to think of me? How do others want to be perceived?
How should we celebrate the differences between us?

“Our ability to reach unity in
diversity will be the beauty and
the test of our civilization.
- Mahatma Gandhi

Student of The Month
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Editors: Aarsha Shah and Nabiya Chaudhry
Photographer: Bhavya Deshaboina
I’m Leeann Richards here interviewing one of Votech’s amazing Stellar Students, Parthavi Patel.
Leeann: So if you could just tell us a little bit about yourself to start us off.
Parthavi: Hi, I’m Parthavi and I’m in the agricultural science program and I’m a sophomore and I play
soccer.
Leeann: So, your shop is agricultural science, correct?
Parthavi: Yeah.
Leeann: What do you like about your shop? And what do you do in it?
Parthavi: I like how we get to learn about the environment and plants and basically everything around us.
There’s also things like food and animals, so I like how diverse it is.
Leeann: Is there any advice you would like to give students that are interested in that shop?
Parthavi: I think even if you’re doubting doing it in the future or not, it will still be a great experience
because you will learn a lot. You’re going to end up finding stuff out that you actually like about it even if
you didn’t think you would.
Leeann: So you are the Stellar Student?
Parthavi: Yes.
Leeann: What consists of a Stellar Student and what do you believe are the requirements students should
follow to become a Stellar Student?
Parthavi: I think you just need to do your best and kind of stand out to your teacher.
Don’t try too hard to always win everything and be better than everyone else. Just do your own thing, work
hard, and if you deserve it you’re going to get it.
Leeann: What is it like? What are the bonuses of being a Stellar Student?
Parthavi: It’s nice to get recognition because it tells me that I worked hard and it paid off. It also lets me
know that I can continue doing what I’m doing.
Leeann: What’s your academic story? Favorite subject? Grade average?
Parthavi: I try to keep all A’s so hopefully that sticks. And I like science and math.
Leeann: Oh well yeah it goes along with your shop!
Parthavi: Yeah!
Leeann: What do you like the most about it? (subject)
Parthavi: Probably that I can understand it better because for the other subjects it’s just I’m not that big of
a fan. I like math and science because you just get to learn things and I think they’re really cool.
Leeann: What do you like the most about Votech? Like, are you a full-time student here?
Parthavi: Yes.
Leeann: What made you become full-time?

Parthavi: Probably because I saw a lot of opportunities here and I would prefer this than my sending
district.
Leeann: What’s your sending district?
Parthavi: Bound Brook.
Leeann: Oh, me too. Are you in any extracurricular activities?
Parthavi: Yeah, so I’m doing soccer and I’m thinking about doing cheerleading but I don’t know
about that and I try to do the clubs around here like I'm gonna go to the yearbook meeting, I'm in rotary
and just things like that.
Leeann: What club stands out to you the most?
Parthavi: Probably SkillsUSA. I ran to be an officer for the CT and I got it. And I think it’s cool
because not many other schools have it. It’s mostly just Vo-Tech’s and people can compete for what
they’re in and their shops and I think that’s really cool.
Leeann: Have you ever been in SkillsUSA?
Parthavi: Yeah I competed last year. I didn’t do well but it was still a good experience and I learned a
lot.
Leeann: That’s good. Who was your instructor?
Parthavi: I don’t really know because what I did wasn’t with my shop; it was Leadership thing.
Leeann: Oh, okay. What’s your background? Where are you from?
Parthavi: My parents immigrated from India and got married there, and then they came here, had me
and my sister.
Leeann: Are you two the only siblings?
Parthavi: Yes.
Leeann: Oh, that’s cool. Well, thank you for your time! I’m Leeann Richards interviewing Parthavi
Patel.

New Sta
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You may have recognized a new face in the cafeteria this year. She always greets us with a smile
and brightens our day. She has, without a doubt, become a center point of our school.
Debbie began working as a lunch aide at school this year. She is very passionate about her family,
and kids! Debbie has taken this opportunity because she wanted to be challenged, and she wanted
to interact with students and staff alike. Although she faces many challenges such as getting food
ready on time, Debbie is hoping to make the students happy every day.
During our interview, I asked Debbie about what she loves about our school.
She answered, “I love everyone and everything about the school. The students, office staff, security
guards, and teachers make my days at Vo-Tech very spectacular!”
Debbie tells me that her purpose in life is to help others, and to take care of people.
Debbie is very enthusiastic when it comes to providing the students with a well-balanced meal. She
is hoping to meet all the students in the lunchroom this year! I encourage all students and staff to
thank Debbie and all other lunch staff for the service and kindness they give.

Op-Ed 1
Writer: Christian Martinez
Editors: Aarsha Shah
Somerset County Vocational Technical High School isn’t doing enough reducing, recycling, and
reusing!
It has come to my attention that the school isn’t doing enough to combat climate change. We are
living in a century where climate change is a hot topic amongst the people and government officials.
As a teenager that cares about his future & the future of upcoming generations, I sat down and
thought, “How can I help fight climate change?” As teenagers, we are told that we can’t do enough to
help stop climate change, but I refuse to believe that stigma. Maybe I can’t change the world, but I
know I can help my community become more eco-friendly. I want our school to be better. In fact, I
want our school to be the school to address climate change and take action on it.
As a student that has been attending Somerset County Vocational High School for two years, I have
noticed that students aren’t very optimistic about reducing, recycling, & reusing at our school. I did
some research amongst my colleagues to find out why. All thirty people surveyed said that the school
doesn’t reduce, recycle, and reuse our wastes. I was shocked to hear this response from my
colleagues, but I knew there was more truth to these claims.
I took it upon myself to see if these claims were true, and I contacted the Somerset County Health
Department to see if schools were required to recycle. In New Jersey, all residents and businesses are
required to recycle by law. They told me that Somerset County Vocational High School does, in fact,
recycle its waste. I also contacted the Somerset County Recycling Center, the company that recycles
our waste. They told me that our school recycles its waste and that there is a recycling container in
the back of the school. I thought to myself as to why my colleagues believe that the school doesn’t
recycle. I investigated more.
I personally checked out the school’s recycling container to see what was being recycled. To my
surprise, I only saw cardboard, newspapers, and a couple of coffee cans. I passed by the recycling
container the following week and there was no change in what was being recycled. On the recycling
container, it said only newspaper, corrugated cardboard, junk mail/ chipboard, aluminum/ steel cans,
and plastic bottles 1 & 2 can be recycled. No plastic bags were allowed to be thrown in the container.
It’s hard for me to believe that cardboard, newspaper, and some aluminum cans were the only things
that were being recycled in our school, when Somerset County Recycling Center takes in all plastics
from 1-7 plastics.

Somerset County requires commercial businesses to recycle aluminum cans, antifreeze,
auto/truck bodies, batteries, bimetal cans, concrete, consumer electronics, corrugated
cardboard, glass containers, HDPE/Pet E plastic, magazines, mixed papers, newsprints,
office paper, textiles, tires, tree parts/yard trimming, used motor oil, white goods, and
wood waste. We are lucky that we live in a county that practically recycles everything.
No one should have an excuse to not recycle properly here in Somerset County.
There are many ways our school can improve at properly reducing, recycling, and
reusing. First, we can start off by having a proper recycling system in our school. Each
classroom should be provided with proper recycling bins that separate each recyclable,
from cans/ bottles in one section to papers/ magazines in another. This will help us
recycle efficiently, and make it easier for the janitors to know which recyclable goes in
each container. Classrooms are only provided with one recycling bin or even none, which
causes the students/ staff to throw away garbage and recyclables in one bin. This makes
the rest of recyclables useless and forces the janitor to throw them out because they can’t
be properly recycled. Proper recycling containers are needed. Second, we need to reduce
plastic and styrofoam waste from the cafeteria. Styrofoam plates produce so much waste
for the environment, and the cost of paying for styrofoam plates for lunch doesn’t benefit
anyone. Instead of using styrofoam trays, we can use an alternative option: a reusable
tray that has dividers. These trays can easily be washed and used an infinite amount of
times. The plastic spoons, forks, and knives are also costly and don’t benefit the
environment. They are so small that they can’t be recycled. Switching over to reusable
metal forks, spoons, and knives would benefit us in the long run economically &
environmentally. Lastly, we need to educate the students/ staff on how to properly
recycle. Awareness and education will generate productive members of our society.
Education on recycling, reusing, and reducing would benefit the school and society when
it comes to properly disposing of recyclables.
This newspaper article wasn’t written to discourage anyone or to create conflict. I wrote
this article for the kids that are curious and want to make a change in their communities.
Like I previously mentioned, I want our school to be better. In fact, I want our school to
be the school to address climate change and take action. I want our school to be the most
efficient and eco-friendly. I want our school to be the best!

Book Review
By Vanessa Wilkerson

Book Review: The Perks of Being a Wallflower
The novel, The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky, is a written
work that is well ahead of its time. This young-adult novel centers around the start of
an introverted teen’s (Charlie) freshman year in highschool. The formatting of the
book is formed in letters to the reader dubbed as “friend”, but it is never confirmed
who Charlie was writing the letters to. It is clear from reading The Perks of Being a
Wallflower, that Charlie is gifted in English literature. However, he always watches
from the sidelines and reacts passively to many life events.
Charlie introduces and describes his family and the other people in his life at
the start of the book. At first glance, he seemingly has a typical life. This is because the
way that Charlie talks about situations in his life make them seem somewhat trivial.
Through his letters, he addresses prevalent topics such as toxic relationships,
discrimination, drug use, and mental health in teenagers. For these reasons, this novel
had been banned from being read in some schools. Despite this, I believe it is
important to address such topics. I appreciated the raw honesty, and the realistic
situations that were brought to light that still happen to other teenagers today. Different
generations have their differences, and sometimes they do not understand each other.
The novel, in a way, integrates parents and their children through the life experiences
that Charlie goes through.
Since this novel was set in the nineties, the characters in the book are
somewhat different in terms of their outlook compared to today’s society. For example,
the LGBT community was not as socially accepted as it is now. Anyone a part of the
community had to be discreet with their feelings and who they loved. Charlie starts to
realize this when his friend Patrick secretly has a relationship with the quarterback of
the school football team. Reading this made me happy to know that times have
changed, and that society has improved since then in treating minority groups better.

After reading The Perks of Being a Wallflower, I believe that this is a book that
many students would love to read. It incites knowledge about highschool life and has
phenomenal messages to spread around. I learned that we have the tendency to accept
the love we think we deserve, and that we are never alone. The transition from child to
young adult is a pivotal time in everyone’s lives, and what happens to us affects us in
the future. Even though terrible events can ensue in lives, Steven Chbosky makes it
clear that the past does not define us. It is what we make of what happens to us, and
how we react to them that counts. I would definitely recommend this novel to
anybody. I have also received positive feedback from my other classmates who have
also read the book. It is overall easy to read, which is perfect for those who are not
avid readers. While it is a quick read, Chbosky’s novel will without a doubt leave a
lasting impact on anyone who picks it up.

Hilarious?

Me when Mr. Downey doesn’t laugh
at the meme I showed him.
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