
  SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL & TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 

14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 

 

Regular Meeting 

March 26, 2012 

 

Call to Order 

Mr. Hyncik, Jr. called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with the following members present: 

William Hyncik, Jr., President 

William Dudeck, Vice President 

Dr. Alan P. Braun 

Theodore Smith 

Dr. Kathleen Serafino, absent 

 

Also Present 

Dr. Chrys Harttraft, Superintendent of Schools 

Diane Strober, Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary 

Diane Ziegler, High School Principal 

Lisa Fittipaldi, Board Attorney 

Mark Caliguire, Somerset County Freeholder Liaison 

Others: Michael Kuschyk, Director of Building and Grounds; Maria Johnson and Teresa Morelli, Supervisor of 

Academics; Patrick Pelliccia, Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction; Bob Campanella, Supervisor of Information 

Technology; Sharleen Leahey, Communications Assistant; Dr. Joseph Petrosino, Director of Pupil Services; Erick 

Bowers, Alternative Education Student Advocate; Carene Jegou, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent; 

Peter Campisano, USA Architects; Jessica Vogel, Birdsall Services Group, Stephen Goodbody, SunLight General 

Capital, Jack Horne, Decotiis Law, Michael Amorosa, Somerset County Administrator; student of the month; 

parents; and students. 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided specifying time and place. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Approval of Minutes 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Smith, the minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive 

Session held on February 27, 2012 were approved. 

 

Correspondence 

 None 

   

Old or Unfinished Business 

Student of the Month 

 Daniel Marcinek, a sophomore in the Academy for Health and Medical Sciences was selected as the 

student of the month for March.  Daniel is an active member in our school community.  For the last two 

years he has volunteered in assisting with the SCVTHS Open House.  “My greatest pride is my 

membership in SkillsUSA, where I won the state competition last year in Quiz Bowl and traveled to Kansas 

City, Missouri, for the National Leadership and Skills Conference,” This year, Daniel is again on the Quiz 

Bowl team and hopes to win the state competition.  Outside of school, Daniel has been a Boy Scout at BSA 

Troop 129, and also enjoys spending his free time playing the drums, piano and guitar.  After graduating 

from the Academy for Health and Medical Sciences with an Associate’s Degree in General Science, Daniel 

aspires to attend New York University and pursue a career as a surgeon. 
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NJ SkillsUSA 

 Mrs. Ziegler introduced Somerset County Vocational & Technical School students, Zoe Pettit, local 

SkillsUSA president and Emad Madha, national SkillsUSA officer to the board.  The students invited the 

board members to the NJ SkillsUSA state competition and award ceremony on Saturday, March 31, 2012 at 

the Garden State Exhibit Center in Somerset. 

Alternative Education Child Advocate  

 Erick Bowers provided an overview regarding his job responsibilities.  He reported to the board that he 

assists in crisis management by participating in meetings or directing the students to the proper staff 

members; helps students with homework and make up assignments; mediates between teachers and 

students; assists in preventative mediation; and assists students in using the Naviance software. 

Construction Projects 

 Somerset County Renewable Energy Initiative Project - Steve Goodbody, developer/owner of the solar 

panels, thanked the Board for expediting the approval of the redesign and their efforts to complete the 

reroofing project so as not to negatively impact the timeline for the installation of the solar panels. 

 

On motion by Mr. Dudeck, seconded by Dr. Braun and on roll call vote, the Board of Education approved 

the redesign of the Somerset County Renewable Energy Initiative as presented by representatives of the 

County from Birdsall Services Group, Sunlight General Capital and Wanzek. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

 Reroof Building A Project - Bids exceeded the budgeted amount and a resolution is included on the agenda 

to reject and rebid.  A special meeting will need to be scheduled.  Upon the advice of the board attorney, 

the board will meet after the bid opening at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 12
th

. 

 Underground Heating/Cooling Distribution Project - The recommendation is made by the architect and the 

board attorney to award the contract contingent upon funding approval from the County.  A resolution is 

included on the agenda. 

  

Report of the Attorney 

 Ms. Fittipaldi reported that she reviewed the bids for the above discussed projects; other items will be 

reported in closed session. 

 

Committee Reports 

 Board of School Estimate (Dr. Braun and Mr. Dudeck) – Both will attend the Board of School Estimate 

meeting on March 27, 2012. 

 Curriculum/Grants (Mr. Smith) - None 

 NJSBA, Delegate, State Convention Legislative Committee (Mr. Dudeck) – Mr. Dudeck has the proposed 

strategic plan for 2012-14 which addresses such issues as on-line instruction and professional development.  

The proposal is available upon request. 

 SCSBA, Delegate (Mr. Dudeck) - None 

 SCESC, Representative (Mr. Smith) – None 

 SCJIF (Dr. Braun) - None 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

On recommendation of Dr. Harttraft and motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call 

vote, agenda items A and B as follows: 
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A. Employment of Full-Time Personnel – 2012-13 School Year 

The Board of Education appointed Mr. Christopher Lemongelli to the position of Supervisor of Alternative 

Education Program (TOPS), (UPC #SUP-HS-ALT-FL-01), Step B4 at a salary of $88,000.00 (based on 

2011-12 salary guide), effective July 1, 2012.  

 

B. Employment of Part-Time Personnel – 2011-12 School Year 

The Board of Education approved employment of the following part-time personnel for the 2011-12 school 

year: 

High School 

Jaime Morales   School Anti-Bullying Specialist   $35.00/hour 

     (10-month) (maximum 30 hours/month) 

     (retroactive to November 1, 2011) 

Dr. Harttraft reported that Mr. Lemongelli’s existing position will not be backfilled. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

On recommendation of Dr. Harttraft and motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call 

vote, agenda items C through F as follows: 

 

C. Home Instruction 

The Board of Education provided home instruction for a 10
th

 grade student.  Instruction will be provided 

from March 14, 2012 through May 31, 2012 for five (5) hours per week.  Mr. Andrew Coslit and Mr. 

Robert Carrig will be the instructors at a rate of $37.00/hr. 

 

D. Field Trips 

The Board of Education approved field trips for high school students as they appear on Addendum #1. 

 

E. Calendar 2012-2013 School Year 

The Board of Education adopted the high school calendar for the 2012-2013 school year as it appears on 

Addendum #2. 

 

F. Professional Seminars/Workshops 

The Board of Education approved requests for district staff and board of education members to attend 

professional seminars, workshops, etc. as they appear on Addendum #3. 

Discussion ensued on the school calendar.  Mr. Smith expressed his concerns about the half days and the 

negative impact on instruction.  Other factors that influence our school calendar are the sending districts’ 

calendars and transportation. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X (reluctantly, reference made to the calendar) 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 
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G. Donation 

On recommendation of Dr. Harttraft and motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call 

vote, the Board of Education accepted the following donation: 

Item        Donor 

14 New Double-Hung Replacement Windows   Chet Conlon 

        Hillsborough, New Jersey 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

H. Revised Board Policies and Regulations – Second Reading 

On recommendation of Dr. Harttraft and motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call 

vote, the Board of Education approved the following revised board policies and regulation at this second 

reading.  (5511/R5511 revisions from first reading as it appears on Addendum #4) 

2421  Vocational-Technical Education (proposed Career & Technical Education) 

5511/R5511 Eligibility of Resident/Nonresident Pupils 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

I. Application for Funds 

On recommendation of Dr. Harttraft and motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call 

vote, the Board of Education adopted the following resolution:  The governing body of the Somerset 

County Vocational & Technical Schools at its March 26, 2012 meeting authorized application for funds for 

the following: 

NJ Department of Agriculture  CASE     $6,000.00 

           (Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education) 

           4/1/12-8/30/12 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

J. Superintendent’s Update 

 Superintendent Harttraft reported that on March 5-7, she attended the Association for Career and Technical 

Education’s (ACTE), National Policy Seminar.  She was part of a New Jersey delegation of 20 vocational 

school leaders. They met with 15 New Jersey representatives to garner their support for the Carl D. 

Perkin’s Career and Technical Act. The Perkin’s funds are the only federal funds that support career and 

technical education. As such, vocational school advocates were asking that congress restore the funds to the 

2010 funding levels. Perkins funds were cut by 14% overall, New Jersey’s funds were cut by 9% from the 

2010 levels.  Somerset County’s cut amounted to approximately 12%. The 21 county vocational schools 

rely heavily on this funding to support equipment, technology, program and curriculum improvement, new 
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programs and staff, and professional development. This national seminar gave the vocational leaders a 

unique opportunity to give our representatives an overview of 21
st
 century career and technical education in 

New Jersey, and its value. This small investment in funds has a significant return in terms of student 

academic performance and career readiness.  This effort was extremely important to build relationships 

with New Jersey’s congressional delegation and advocate directly for Perkin’s funds as continued 

reductions on the federal, state and county levels hamper our ability to offer programs and align them with 

industry standards.  In Somerset we are faced with three critical challenges: 

 Career Technical Education (CTE) teachers need training to integrate Common Core standards in math and 

language arts into career programs so that students are prepared for college and careers, 

 Many experienced CTE teachers are nearing retirement, and we will need to hire and train many new 

teachers who have strong technical/industry skills but limited teaching experience, 

 New Jersey’s emphasis on effective teaching requires a strong benchmarking process and enhanced data 

sources to improve teaching and learning and provide consistent evaluative measures. 

 Harassment/Intimidation/Bullying Report for the month as follows:  three invested; two HIB (short and 

long term counseling) and one conflict (student management) 

 RVCC Partnership - The Memorandum of Agreement will be revised for approval at the May board 

meeting.  Dr. Harttraft and Dr. Crabill have been discussing the 2012-13 use of Building B and the need to 

expand the career and technical instructional shops.   

 Relocation of Classrooms- - Dr. Harttraft gave a brief update on the approximate 14 rooms/offices 

scheduled to be moved.  More information forthcoming. 

 Dr Harttraft reported the National Honor Society had 25 new inductees; Mr. Smith attended the ceremony 

and was amazed at the level of functioning of this group of students.  Mr. Hyncik thanked Mr. Smith for 

attending and representing the board. 

 

Submission of Bills 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education approved 

the bills list for March 2012 which was included in the board packet and is attached to the regular meeting 

minutes. 

Fund 10  $1,518,408.46 

Fund 20  $     87,314.12 

Fund 30  $   326,113.92 

Fund 60  $     11,589.22 

Fund 90  $   719,335.29 

Fund 95  $     13,574.06 

Total  $2,676,335.07 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

New Business 

 The Somerset County Vocational Board of School Estimate meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 27, 

2012 at 3:00 p.m. in the Freeholder Conference Room at the Somerset County Administration Building. 

 

Report of the Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary 

 

A. Reports A-148 and A-149 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education adopted 

the monthly financial statement reports for the Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary for 

the month of February 2012 and the Treasurer of School Monies for the month of February 2012, after 
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review of the secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section), and upon consultation with the 

appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge no major fund has been overextended in violation 

to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2A.10(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations 

for the remainder of the fiscal year.  (Addendum #5) 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

B. 2012-2013 Annual School District Budget 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education approved 

the proposed budget of $14,809,288.00, approved by the Executive County Superintendent with additional 

language and supported by county taxes in the amount of $11,228,340.00 be adopted for the 2012-2013 

school year. 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

C. 2012 County Capital Allocation 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education approved 

the proposed 2012 county capital allocation of $902,000.00 be adopted contingent upon county funding.  

This amount was reduced from the original request as the bids for the underground heating distribution line 

replacement project were received and under original estimated amount. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

D. Contract Award – Underground Heating Distribution Lines 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education awarded 

the contract for the Underground Heating Distribution Lines project to Mechanical Preservation Associates 

of Hillsborough, New Jersey as recommended by the architect and reviewed by the board attorney. 

(Contingent upon the final approval for funding by the County at which time the board attorney will 

prepare the contract.) 

Base Bid      $ 563,496.00 

Alternate Bid #2, “Pre-Insulated Steel Piping”  $(197,452.00) 

Alternate Bid #3, “Unit Ventilator Replacement”  $ 385,900.00 

Total Award      $751,944.00 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 
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Mr. Amorosa was present and communicated to the board that he recommends and supports this capital 

project as is it must be addressed due to the emergent safety and health related need. 

   

E. Reject Bids and Rebid – Building A Roof (completion) 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education rejected all 

bids received at the bid opening on March 15, 2012 for the Building A Roof (completion) project as the 

bids exceeded the County approved funding as recommended by the architect; and further recommended 

authorization to rebid the project.  (It is anticipated that this rebid, and subsequent award by the Board, will 

not delay the start date of June 1, 2012 for the installation of the Somerset County Solar Energy Initiative 

project.)  The board has requested the special meeting to award the contract be advertised for Thursday, 

April 12
th

 at 5:00 p.m.at the advice of the board attorney. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

April Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the Somerset County Vocational Board of Education will be held: 

April 23, 2012 

5:00 p.m. 

Somerset County Vocational & Technical Schools 

14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 

 

Remarks from the Public 

 None 

 

Resolution 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Vocational Board of Education of the County of Somerset that: 

A. This Board will go into closed session with the Board Counsel for the purpose if discussing matters within 

the provisions of 7A(11)c231. 

B. The general nature of matters to be discussed relates to extended sick leave request-C. Perrone, litigation-E. 

Nelson and negotiations-SCVTEA. 

C. Under the provisions of the above stated laws, the public shall be excluded from attendance at the portion 

of the meeting relating to the above matters. 

D. It is anticipated that the items discussed will be made public when the matters discussed are resolved. 

 

Closed Session 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education went into 

closed session at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 
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Open Session 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and on roll call vote, the Board of Education went into 

open session at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Smith   X 

Dr. Braun   X 

Mr. Dudeck   X 

Mr. Hyncik   X 

Dr. Serafino   absent 

 

Adjournment 

On motion by Dr. Braun, seconded by Mr. Dudeck and passed, the meeting adjourned at 6:51p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diane Strober 

Assistant Superintendent for Business/Board Secretary 

mfresco
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Events and Holidays 
                         
2012:                         
        
07/04 Independence Day-Offices Closed    
09/03 Labor Day-Offices Closed      
09/04 In-Service Day-First Day for Teachers   
09/05 First Day for Students     
09/13 Back-To -School Night-1/2 Day for Students 
09/17 Rosh Hashanah-School Closed-Offices Open 
09/26 Yom Kippur-School Closed-Offices Open 
10/08 In-Service Day-School Closed-Teachers & Staff Present 
11/08 NJEA Convention-School & Offices Closed 
11/09 NJEA Convention-School & Offices Closed 
11/21 Holiday Recess-1/2 Day for Students & Teachers 
11/22 Thanksgiving Holiday-School & Offices Closed 
11/23 Thanksgiving Holiday-School & Offices Closed 
12/21 Holiday Recess-1/2 Day for Students & Teachers 
12/24 Holiday Recess-School & Offices Closed 
12/25 Holiday Recess-School & Offices Closed 
12/26 Holiday Recess-School & Offices Closed 
12/27 Holiday Recess-School Closed-Offices Open 
12/28 Holiday Recess-School Closed-Offices Open 
12/31 Holiday Recess-School & Offices Closed 
 
2013: 

 
1/01 Holiday Recess-School & Offices Closed 
1/21 Martin Luther King Day-School & Offices Closed 
2/02 HS Open House/Teachers Present/HS Office Staff Present 
2/14 School Closed/HS Office Closed/District Office Open 
2/15 Mid-Winter Recess-School & Offices Closed 
2/18 Mid-Winter Recess-School & Offices Closed 
3/22 Spring Recess-1/2 day for Students & Teachers 
3/25 Spring Recess-School Closed-Offices Open 
3/26 Spring Recess-School Closed-Offices Open 
3/27 Spring Recess-School Closed-Offices Open 
3/28 Spring Recess-School & Offices Closed 
 
3/29 Spring Recess-School & Offices Closed 
4/01 Spring Recess-School & Offices Closed 
5/27 Memorial Day-School & Offices Closed 
6/21 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 
183 DAYS 
 
Any days lost to emergency closing beyond 3 will be added to 
the end of the school year. 
 
 

   = School Closed/Offices Open             = HS Open House/Teachers Present/HS Office Staff Present  = School Closed/HS Office Closed/District Office Open 

   = ½ Day 12 p.m. Dismissal     = Faculty Meetings     = School Closed/Teachers & Staff Present   = School & Offices Closed  
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Somerset County Vocational & Technical Schools - 2012-2013 School Calendar 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUESTS            ADDENDUM #3 
March BOARD MEETING 
  

  
DATE(S) 

 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
REG. FEE 

 
EXPENSES 

 
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 
LOCATION 

1 April 26, 2012 Cathy Bladt $79.99 $11.16/mileage CMI Education Institute* 
Personality Disorders 

Edison, NJ 

2 March 28-30, 2012 George Lee $110.00 $219.48/mileage 
$15.00/parking 

Atlantic Coast Builders 
Convention 

Atlantic City, NJ 

3 March 28-29, 2012 Ben Pokrywa N/A $94.24/mileage Atlantic Coast Builders 
Convention 

Atlantic City, NJ 

4 March 30, 2012 Chrys Harttraft 
Dr. Alan P. Braun 
William Hyncik, Jr. 

William Dudeck 

$75.00/pp 
 

N/A Somerset County Business 
Partnership – Fifth Friday 

Friars Seminar 

Bedminster, NJ 

5 April 3 & 4, 2012 Michael Kuschyk $100.00 $114.27/mileage NJ Building & Grounds 
Conference 

Atlantic City, NJ 

6 April 11, 2012 Michelle Fresco 
Michele Sartori 

206.00/pp $10.00/mileage 
$6.82/mileage 

Public School Bidding New Brunswick, NJ 

7 April 19, 2012 Michele Sartori N/A $22.01/mileage Systems 3000 Eatontown, NJ 

8 April 25, 2012 and 
May 16, 2012 

Valerie Hart N/A $43.40/mileage Systems 3000 Eatontown, NJ 

9 May 31, 2012 Margaret Cross 
Miranda McMahon 

$159.00/pp N/A NJ Bilingual Educators, Inc.* 
NJ Teachers of English to 

Speakers of Other 
Languages 

New Brunswick, NJ 
 

10 *in workshop column 

indicates funding 

through  

grant monies 
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